
Expanding Our Horizons: 2020 and Beyond 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 

 
1. Keynote Address: Never Grow Up                   Dr. Jean Feldman 

Come sing, dance, play, and remember how joyful it can be to teach young children because we 

never have to grow up! Highlights will include:  

*Rise and shine with a smile and a tune    

*Turning standards into a song 

*Tricks to focus children’s attention    

*How to touch hearts and minds 

*Cheers and brain breaks to lighten your load 

 

2. Back to Our Roots with Oral Language (Friday Only)                    Dr. Jean Feldman 
Oral language was, is, and will be the foundation of literacy in years to come.  Dr. Jean will 

demonstrate how to nurture communication skills that children will use throughout their lives with 

chants, rhymes, songs, and interactive activities.  You will learn:  

*Finger plays that will engage children’s attention and develop auditory memory and small motor skills 

*Hand clap games and nursery rhymes to foster physical, social, and oral language 

*Echo chants and name games 

*Songs to help children learn letters and articulate sounds 

*Stories they’ll want to hear again and again 

 

3. Life is Art… (Friday Only)                        Shaun Rogers  

Art is an essential as it plays a big role in the physical, cognitive and language development of our 
children. Art is also a natural way for children to express their thoughts and emotions. These hands-
on projects are simple yet effective in promoting fun and learning. 
 
4. How to Be a Toddler Whisperer: 10 Things to Know About Toddlers          Maria Abercrombie 
Come learn what toddlers would tell you if they could explain what’s going on inside the toddler brain. 

You will leave this class with practical tips for how to take an understanding of toddler development 

and apply it in the classroom.  

 

5. Fine Motor Skills…Write Out of the Box                     Marianne Gibbs 

Occupational therapist and NAEYC presenter, Dr. Marianne Gibbs, shares activities and rationale for 

the WHAT’s, HOW’s, and WHY’s of appropriate fine motor skill development for children 3-6 years 

old.  Dr. Gibbs demonstrates engaging and easy-to-implement activities and strategies with 

supporting rationale for the WHAT’s, HOW’s, and WHY’s of improving young children’s future 

handwriting efficiency. 

 

6. Free, Fast, and Fabulous Phonemic Awareness Lessons            Donna House 

Our Phonemic Awareness curriculum is based on 110 games, arranged in an order that’s research-
supported and classroom-proven to lead children from toddlerhood to full readiness for reading. It 
only takes 15-20 minutes a day! Teachers will leave able to implement this curriculum in their 
classroom immediately. 
 

 

 

 



7. Planning for Success                  Donna Moyer 

What makes a great classroom? How do I arrange my room? What am I supposed to be teaching 

them?  How do I manage center time? Why can’t I ever find anything in my supply cabinet? Why is 

my schedule so crazy? What Lesson Plans? Can I be a better teacher? In PLANNING FOR 

SUCCESS, you’ll discover effective tools and techniques to answer ALL those questions and more! 

The PLANNING FOR SUCCESS workshop is for both new and experienced teachers but especially 

for those teachers who know there’s got to be a better way.  You’ll find that PLANNING FOR 

SUCCESS will help create a positive environment for your students and will keep you from losing 

your mind!  

 
8. Early Intervention for Struggling Readers                       Ellen Hill 

Come join us for a session on unraveling the mysteries behind struggling readers. We will define 

stages of reading and “red flags” that could identify those in our class who may be struggling.  

 
9. Everyday Math                       Danny Darby 
The purpose of this workshop is to present developmentally appropriate math activities for 

preschoolers. Each activity will be demonstrated and practiced with concrete materials and hands-on 

activities. Teachers will receive a checklist for the use in creating a math area and see how math 

concepts can be learned throughout the day in all, using all intelligences. Georgia Early Learning 

Standards, ITERS, and ECERS will be emphasized. 

 

10. Music and Movement Through the Seasons                  Jamaica Stevens 

Learn simple ways to integrate music and movement into your daily curriculum in this hands-on 

workshop! Explore simple ways to use music and movement to build vocabulary, spark creativity and 

foster imaginative play throughout the year. Develop a skill set to think outside the box when creating 

curriculum for your students that allows for creativity.  

 
11. Science Matter                       Essie Sims 
Active, hands-on learning is the most meaningful and effective way for young children to learn. The 

focus of this presentation is to enhance teachers’ knowledge of how science concepts impact positive 

children learning outcomes. Participants will engage in meaningful science activities that mesmerize 

children of all ages. 

 

12. 9-1-1 Emergency Response Training (Friday Only)                                          Rodney Pires 

Attendees will learn how to properly respond and protect students during various emergencies. 
 
13. How to De-Escalate a Situation (Friday Only)                       Rodney Pires 
Attendees will learn de-escalation skills and techniques to escape escalation of conflicts. Attendees 
will learn how personal space, body language, and listening skills can help effectively de-escalate the 
disruptive behavior of others. 
 
14. If You’re Angry and You Know it, Use Your Words (Friday Only)       LeNaya Smith Crawford 
This training was developed as a result of classroom experience and observations. Children 

experience many of the same emotions as adults do, however, they often do not have the tools to 

express them in a healthy manner. Childcare providers and teachers need more practical and positive 

strategies to help children both identify and communicate their emotions appropriately.  Teachers will 

be aware of children’s emotional development and understand how to help children communicate 

their emotions constructively. Children will benefit from the new strategies and be empowered 

to communicate their feelings and emotions to their friends, teachers and family.  



15. Open My Gift: Creating an Ecosystem Where Dual Language Learners Can Learn and 

Thrive (Friday Only)         Maggie Deaton, Diana Bacon & Nitza Vega-Lahr 

This session will explore bilingual language development, the benefits of bilingualism, and how to 

create an ecosystem where dual language learners can learn and thrive. 

 
16. Feed Me Words: Building Strong Foundations for Learning Through Language Nutrition 
(Friday Only)             Crystal Gibson and Christa Payne 
Exploring early language development, tailoring responsive interactions to a child’s developmental 
stage, and coaching families to build strong foundations for learning through Language Nutrition.  
 

17. The Grand Slam                                 Shaun Rogers 

Bring your classroom to life with creative ideas that incorporate the critical components of STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math). These hands-on projects are simple yet effective 
in promoting fun and learning. In this session you will explore hands-on activities that will encompass 
one or more aspects of the curriculum. 
 

18. Speed Directing (Not Speed Dating) (Directors Only)                  Barbara Gordon 

Directors of Early Childhood educational programs wear many hats – supervisors, curriculum 
coordinators, office administrators, safety experts and more. Directors are responsible for the safety 
and education of children, establishing good relationships with parents and leading a staff in providing 
quality care for children. As Directors, we have a wealth of knowledge that we have gained from first 
hand experiences working with parents, children and teachers. We’ll have a series of discussions at 
different tables covering relevant preschool topics! Come with an open mind, a willingness to share 
and a smile! 
 
19. Transition Toolbox                  Donna Moyer 

Time spent between activities is often unproductive and leads to chaos.  Promote success in your 
classroom by using the “tools” from this workshop to capture your students’ attention and easily move 
through the preschool day. TRANSITION TOOLBOX will inspire you to establish, plan, and teach 
transitions to effectively manage your classroom.  From morning bell to afternoon dismissal, you’ll fill 
your teacher toolbox with all the essentials for success! 
 

20. The 12 Handwriting Prerequisites and Scissor Skills Sequenced for Success (Friday Only) 
                             Marianne Gibbs 
Informative discussion-based session identifies, analyzes, and explains facilitation of the key components 

determining handwriting readiness in young children (e.g. hand dominance acquisition, crossing of midline, and 

10 other topics). Set children up for future, efficient handwriting success with your new knowledge.  

 

21. Providing Appropriate Accommodations for Academics and Behavior (Friday Only) 

Meghan Roper 

Participates will better understand how to implement accommodations to service students both 

identified and unidentified with different needs in the general education setting. 

 

22. Active Shooter- How to Respond (Saturday Only)             Rodney Pires 

Attendees will learn the best options to choose during an active shooter situation for the protection of 

themselves and their students. 

 

 

 

 



23. Top Tips for Protecting Yourself on Social Media (Saturday Only)           Rodney Pires 

In this day and age when everyone uses social media, its easy, but not always good, to go viral. 

Attendees will learn critical steps to protecting themselves when using social media sites. 

 

24. How Do You Solve a Problem? Creating Young Thinkers (Saturday Only)        Cheryl Turner 

Children are constantly faced with problems to solve. How do I make this letter?  …I need more time 

to finish building.   I miss my mom  …It’s hard to wait my turn!  I don’t know how…  Helping children 

to think their way through problems helps them to develop cognitive skills, creativity, social emotional 

intelligence, language and literacy skills and even extends their approaches to play.  This session will 

share powerful teaching tools that help children become thinkers, problem solvers and confident 

learners. 

 

25. Building Positive Parent-Teacher Relationships: Effective Communication (Saturday Only) 

             LeNaya Smith Crawford 

This workshop helps teachers learn about effective communication techniques that foster positive 

parent- teacher relationships. Teachers will also identify ways to improve communication in specific 

scenarios. 

 

26. Amazing Dramatic Play Centers (Saturday Only)        Jamie White & Gemma Kenworthy 

Add some spice to your kitchen center with these fun and creative ideas for dramatic play. Learn to 
design an area where children become chefs, doctors, and pilots who read, write, and learn about the 
world – all through play! Participants will be able to plan a dramatic play center that incorporates 
literacy and math through authentic learning. They will leave with inspiration to create their own 
centers with free and inexpensive resources. 
 

27. Wiggle Giggle and Jam (Saturday Only)               Cheryl Turner 

Music and movement develops skills across multiple domains. This upbeat, interactive workshop 

expands teacher strategies and resources for incorporating music and movement throughout the day. 

 

28. Why Do My Kids Do That?! A Behavior Management Survival Guide  

                 Jamie White & Gemma Kenworthy 

Do you ever scratch your head and wonder, “Why?! Why are these kids behaving like this?” Do your 
students act up and display tricky behaviors in your preschool classroom? Let’s ask ourselves some 
important questions, delve into child development theory a bit, and utilize proven tips and 
techniques to help set students up for success. Participants will describe basic theories of child 
development and identify ways to understand behavior in that context. They will leave equipped with 
strategies for minimizing chaos in the classroom. 
 
29. Closing Session: Add a Touch of Magic          Jamie White & Gemma Kenworthy 
Add a Touch of Magic to your preschool day with these tips and tricks to keep your group engaged, 
involved, and giggling during circle time. Includes suggestions for timing, activities, songs, mini-
lessons and incorporating puppets. Give your students a magical memory of preschool that will last 
for years to come. 
 


