
 

St. Andrew UMC Preschool       April 25, 2017 

 

Dear Preschool Director:         

 

It’s time to plan staff training activities for next year!  We hope to help your teachers get off to a 

great start with access to new ideas from our 2017 Training Event.         Please copy the attached sheets 

for your teachers.  I hope you will find choices that meet your staff development needs. 

 

We plan to be approved for 4 hours of Bright from the Start (BFTS) staff development training.    

Sessions are scheduled from 9:00-11:00 and from 11:30 – 1:30 on August 3 at St Andrew UMC Preschool.   

Please arrive between 8:30 – 8:45 in order to be ready to start at 9:00.  Check-in will again be in the 

first class – no separate check-in.    Greeters will give directions at all entrances.   Please carpool!   We 

will have a special parking area for cars with at least 3 teachers. 

 

The registration price includes a sack lunch and drink. Lunches and drinks will be available for pick up 

immediately after the 1st session.  We plan to offer Chic-fil-A sandwiches in the lunch. 

 

Please fill in the number of staff you anticipate sending.  You may add to the number during the summer, 

if space permits.  (We do not refund cancellations except in rare circumstances.)   We will cut off 

registrations at 500 this year .  I hope we will all have a fun and stress free day with a smaller number! 

 

Mail your school’s registration with a check.  Please do not ask your teachers to register individually.    

 

Members of the Georgia Preschool Association get a $5 per participant discount.  The discount is 

available to the first 12 member teachers from your school who register or a maximum of $60 per 

school. 

 
Please register by June 20, 2017.  

 

See you in August!!  You will get a confirmation email in July!! 

Helen Geesey, St. Andrew UMC Preschool, GA Preschool Association   

preschool@standrewunitedmethodist.org  770-592-7250 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
Mail this form for the August 3, 2017 Training Event to:    St. Andrew UMC Preschool 

              3455 Canton Rd., Marietta, GA 30066 

School___________________________  Director ____________________ 

        Phone  ____________________ 

important for follow-up information ->  e-mail   ____________________ 
  

Number of Participants __________________      X $45 =          $    _______      

               GPA Member discount ($5 each member; max $60 per school)    $ -  _______  
 

Make your check to St. Andrew Preschool   Check amount  $  __________ 
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GA Preschool / St. Andrew UMC  Thursday, August 3 Training Event 
 

Be Our Guest! 
Join us for the 2017 Training Event!  See how effective techniques and new activities can help you transform your 

challenging little “beasts” into easy to teach “beauties”. 
Reserved parking area in the front parking lots for vehicles with 3 or more!  Please carpool! 

Check-in begins at 8:30.  Pick up class information at any entrance and go directly to your 1st class. 

The registration fee includes LUNCH for participants. 

Our schedule includes 2 sessions: 9 – 11:00 and 11:30 – 1:30 for 4 hours of BFTS credit 

Pick your favorite 2 choices! 

St. Andrew UMC is located at 3455 Canton Road, Marietta, GA  30066 

preschool@standrewunitedmethodist.org   Phone: 770-592-7250 

  website information:   standrewumcpreschool.com    georgiapreschool.org 

 

Donna House   The Importance of Teaching Executive Functioning Skills Session A & B 
Why is it Important to Teach Executive Functioning Skills to Young Children?  Executive Functioning skills (EF) 

have been described as the critical skill needed for adults in the twenty-first century. It is the ability to manage 

attention, emotions, and behaviors to achieve goals. Children aren’t born with (EF) skills, but they are born with the 

potential to develop them. Researchers at Harvard University state that developing Executive Functioning Skills in 

the home and in early education settings is one of society’s most important responsibilities. Come learn more about 

this new area in brain development and how to facilitate the development of executive functioning skills in your 

classroom. 
 

Jennifer Vann  When Your Classroom Angels Forget Their Halos  Sessions A & B 
This presentation will review early childhood development stages and various discipline strategies that preschool 

teachers can utilize in the classroom with those angels you see every day. Both behavioral and attachment based 

approaches will be reviewed.  And we’ll spend time talking about how to address concerns and encourage parents 

along the way. 
 

Dede Reilly    Staff: it’s not just an Infection ( directors)    Session B  
Serving as an effective leader require more than having staff meetings; it’s about building connections and making 

investments in the people you serve.  Managing and overseeing, teaching and coaching, building and supporting 

community are the true challenges of a staff leader.  We will engage in easy team building exercises, provide 

investment goals, and set the traditional staff meeting aside.  

Dede Reilly    Bible Basics Throughout the Day     Session A 
Teaching the Bible throughout your day is a challenge for us all.   Hear how to be intentional in sharing faith lessons 

with preschoolers!  Set your schedule, prepare your lessons plans, use storytelling props and utilize home to school 

communication as ways to expose children to faith lessons. 
 

Maria Abercrombie   Beyond Art:  Creativity Across the Classroom   Session B  
Participants will explore the nature of creativity, learn why it is important to nurture creativity, and learn how to 

plan creativity activities across the curriculum. 

Maria Abercrombie   12 Ways to Create a Positive Work Environment (directors) Session  A 
Explore practical strategies for promoting a positive work environment in an effort to reduce staff turnover and 

increase employee motivation and performance.  
 

Philip Hauserman   Crisis Control (directors)     Session B 
Hear this expert in crisis management review ways to assess and deal effectively with a crisis.  Learn how to 

prepare for all types of a potential crisis and create well thought-out procedures so that you confidently diffuse 

media attention and parental alarm.  Discuss ways to communicate effectively and manage your schools reputation 

in difficult situations. 
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Bev Galeza & Cobb Early Intervention Team Jazz up your Curriculum  Sessions A & B 
“Jazzing up” the curriculum is taking the ho-hum out of the everyday.  We all have calendar, weather, and story 

time every day - we will present some ideas to re-energize your class segments to enhance learning, promote 

student engagement and keep everyone wondering what is next.” 
 

Victoria Spratt  What’s Math got to Do with It?    Session A only 

We have come to understand that helping students explore math at an early age can stimulate knowledge and skill 

building which will help them throughout their school years.  Most preschool teachers are encouraged to integrate 

math games or activities into their classroom environments.  During this class you will be given over 20 examples of 

fun games, activities, learning tools and websites which are geared toward helping students discover math concepts 

in multiple fun ways.  This class is focused on teachers with four year old students.  Come review activities we 

shared last August and see new ideas for integrating Math into your class. 
 

Dana Coffey   Science with Dr. Seuss and Other Great Authors   Sessions A & B 
This interactive workshop is full of ideas to enhance literacy and introduce young minds to the wonders of science 

through demonstration, observation and hands-on activities using books by Dr. Seuss, Eric Carle, Crockett Johnson 

and many others. 
 

Judith Beale   One, Two, Three – Sing and Play with Me!   Session A 
Music and moving are part of every child.  If you’ve ever watched young children, you know that they are rarely 

still.  In this session we will use a variety of songs and activities that focus on “letting the music out”.  Be prepared 

to sing, move, and play while having fun the pre-school way! 

Judith Beale  Three, Four, Five – They Keep the Beat Alive!   Session B 
(Part 2 of One, Two, Three – Sing and Play with Me!)  Early childhood music should be successful, joyful, and 

musical.  In this session we will focus on developing musical understanding using a variety of singing games, rhythm 

activities, movement activities and more for toddlers and the preschool child.  
 

Anna Hobgood   Music Works!       Session A 

Be ready for an energized learning experience as I walk you through the best ways to musically involve your little 

ones.   Come have fun!  We will chant, sing, move and dance as you learn ways to incorporate music into your 

classroom!  You can use music to teach social skills, math, listening and more! 

Anna Hobgood   Movers and Shakers!      Session B 

Children like to move!  Music teachers will learn how to use all their energy as the best teaching tool in your music 

classroom.   During our time together you will learn how to incorporate movement and play-based activities into 

your music room to create and incredible learning experience for your preschoolers. 
 

Cathy Mercier   Art Exploration for 2 and 3 Year-olds            Sessions A & B 
Discuss how to art experiences that encourages exploration while enhancing creativity.  Learn to plan and manage 

art time while providing opportunities for your toddler and preschool child to learn and create.  Come ready to 

experience art through the eyes of a child. 
 

Kim Martin    Re’defining’  You     Sessions A & B 
If you were to put your life in your navigating system, where would it take you?  Do you have a clear path for your 

life or do you find yourself in a constant state of ‘recalculating?”  Let’s discuss recalibrating 

Your internal navigation system and find the tools to get on the path to purpose. 
 

Andrea Cottos Sensory Integration Characteristics and Strategies  Sessions A & B 
Are there children in your classroom that struggle with the day-to-day activities?  Can’t sit still?  Can’t focus?  Hit 

other children?  This Occupational Therapist will help you examine the sensory processing system, understand 

different sensory systems, and what dysfunction looks like.  Learn strategies to help children have success. 


